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The Noarlunga Model Railroaders Inc is located by the Bus Exchange and its huge and fantastic model train 

layout will be open to the public on both days of the Festival of History.  

 

FESTIVAL OF HISTORY 2013  
 

 

 

 
 

 

The event will be held at Old Reynella. Bypassed by the South Road extension some years ago and now by the new Southern Freeway, 

Old Reynella has still retained a strong place in the history of South Australia and has retained much of its old charm. The historic wine 

cellar built by John Reynell in the grounds of the old Hardy’s Winery 1838-42 is the oldest in Australia.  

     Old Reynella hosts a recently restored Cobb and Co changing station that serviced state coaches carrying early settlers to the areas 

south of Adelaide.  Alexander house has been restored and there are many other old houses going back to the early days of settlement, 

including the old school and post office. 

     The Oval is spacious, has large sloped verges for spectators and provides a large capacity to hold visitors for a special event. There is a 

community hall with history of its own besides more modern additions. The main street is wide and well paved. There is also a wonderful 

model railway club layout near the bus exchange and plenty of other grassy areas for the festival including a well laid out walking trail. The 

Festival area will occupy an area 4km from start to finish. 

But despite its history the Old Reynella of today hosts a major bus exchange for the southern region of Adelaide, making public transport 

access from the centre of the city very easy.  

The Festival of History has much to offer and it’s easy to get there from all over the city of Adelaide 

The Veteran Car Club of S.A. Inc. holds an annual ‘fun run’ for the vehicles of its members. For 2013 the run 

will be ADELAIDE to OLD REYNELLA. 

The club specialises in vehicles pre 1919 which will make a colourful addition to the FESTIVAL OF HISTORY.  

As well as the Fun Run, the club will stage a static display during the Festival for the public to see these old 

vehicles of yesteryear. Who knows? In their working lives some may have done the run from the city to Old 

Reynella. 

The Committee of the Festival welcome the involvement of this wonderful club and wish them luck in climbing 

Darlington Hill. Or will they take the Freeway?  

  

 

City of Onkaparinga’ 

events registration 

number: 9010604 

Photo’s courtesy Veteran Car Club of SA Inc  



EVENTS TO BE STAGED 

Governor of SA His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC RANR will open the event. 

THE AMBASSADORS of the countries involved in the Battle of the Nations have been invited to attend the event and the costume 

dinner. GERMANY, AUSTRIA, RUSSIA, SWEDEN, FRANCE. 

 

Mock battles by correctly uniformed Military re-enactors with old black powder muskets and cannon. 73rd foot 

Napoleonic infantry in uniform. 15th light Dragoons re-enactment team which includes French Hussars. La 

Belle Alliance QLD, Brunswick Leib Battalion, 40th Foot, French 3rd EME and French Young Guard. 
 

Mock battles by Military re-enactors using genuine WW2 equipment and vehicles. Presented by ‘Re-enact SA’. 
 

Major parade down the main street by military History re-enactment SA and other groups that have travelled from all 

over Australia wearing colourful uniforms of many era’s. Vehicles from the Military Vehicle Preservation Society SA 

Inc. and National Military Vehicle Museum will parade down the main street accompanied by bands and uniformed 

WW2 re-enactors from Re-enact SA. Four bands and other groups to take part. Ambassadors and dignitaries will 

take the salute of the march past 
 

Massive model Soldier re-fight of the Battle of LEIPZIG 1813 (The Battle of the Nations) (Old Reynella 

Community Hall busy room) 47,000 model soldiers in 15mm scale will battle it out. The will be other model soldier 

battles as well. (Old Reynella Community Hall) Warhammer and Sci-Fi hobby model battles (Old Reynella 

Community Hall) Across Australia we have many people involved in the hobby of war-games, which involves fighting battles on a 

tabletop scenery, using model soldiers. 
 

Restored Old Cobb and Co building Blacksmith demonstration & display Restored Alexander house also open for 

viewing.  
 

RSL Vietnam war display will include a ‘Hooch’ and a radio base. 
 

Noarlunga Model Railway club. Facilities open for public view. (Premises near the bus exchange) 
 

The Veteran Car Club of S.A. Inc. will make a run from ADELAIDE to OLD REYNELLA on Sunday the 10
th
 and will 

provide a static display of fully working pre 1919 vehicles for the public to view. 
 

The Australian Light Horse Association will have fully uniformed, mounted members present for the festival and 

also put on a static display covering the battle history of the Light Horse in WW1.  
 

SA POLICE History Association. To celebrate the 175
th
 year of the founding of the SA police there will be a display 

of old motorcycles, uniforms and photographs 
 

Colonial dancers, Belly Dancers and Morris Dancers 
 

Art exhibition. Local artists. Maritime and other art plus a well known war artist will display his work 
 

FORT Glanville 1880 Artillery will attend with drill display and firing muzzle loading cannons. 
 

Nine Mile Snipers club demonstrate the firing of 25pdr guns from WW2. Noisy, fast and fun to watch.  
 

Reenactors old military camp site in area yet to be designated, but true to history. 
 

Sword Play. Re-enactors will show how sword drill and fighting was taught. 
 

Dress dinner in the costume of 1813 at St.Francis winery. (Adults only)  
 

MY SCHOOL HISTORY competition with over a hundred schools invited to show the History of their school.  
 

STATIC DISPLAY of artillery, machineguns and mortars.  
 

Southern Wine Region wine tasting. Arts and craft. Lots of food stalls and wide variety of choices. 
 

LOTS OF FOOD, DRINKS, WINE etc available from simple hot dogs, hamburgers or fish and chips to gourmet BBQ’s and meals. 

There will be many refreshment and food stations along the main street and other locations.  

Stall holder enquiries welcome. 

 



 

Reynella’s most famous Light Horse Man Carew Reynell (1883–1915) By Bill Gammage 
Carew Reynell (1883-1915) wine maker and soldier was born on 16 September 1883 at Magill near Adelaide 

fourth child and first son of Walter Reynell and his wife Emily née Bakewell grandson of John Reynell and 

brother of Gladys Reynell. He was raised at Reynella and at 17 returned home from the Collegiate School of St 

Peter Adelaide to learn wine making. He soon displayed a keen commitment to the family business and about 

1903 became manager. 

From 1906 Reynell took a particular interest in making brandy which did not require vineyard conversion to the 

new grape varieties then being introduced and which was easily exported. By 1909 he had developed Reynella's 

famous 'hospital' brandy which quickly became the leading brandy in Australia. He installed new stills and 

equipment and expanded plantings. In 1913for example he and an assistant Gordon Cox planted out the Jericho 

vineyard at the rate of ten acres (4 ha) a day by 1914 Reynella had about 500 acres (200 ha) under vine. Reynell 

also grew crops and hay and ran horses and his grandfather's prize Shropshire flock. 

On 11 May 1910 he married May Marion eldest daughter of Douglas John Byard head of Hahndorf College. 

They had a daughter and a son. Reynell also involved himself in the pastimes of the gentry: above medium height 

athletic well-built and a splendid horse man he played polo regularly in 1907 became master of the Adelaide 

Hunt Club (a drag hunt) and a dedicated citizen soldier. As a boy he read avidly on the Empire's military glory 

and about 1900 tried to volunteer for the South African War but was stopped by his father as under age. In July 

1908 he joined the 16th Light Horse Regiment (South Australian Mounted Rifles) as a second lieutenant and by 

November 1912 was a major in the 22nd Light Horse Regiment. 

On 16 December 1914 Reynell joined the Australian Imperial Force as major and second-in-command of the 9th 

Light Horse Regiment and landed with it on Anzac on 21 May 1915. He was greeted by spent bullets 'chirruping 

like canaries' as they passed and next day by hundreds of Turkish dead near the trenches his regiment took over 

on Walker's Ridge but he took to the life. 'We don't wash or anything of that sort but feed like fighting cocks' he 

told his father' have best of company & having a damned good time. Game (Turk) is plentiful and we have had a 

good bag considering'. That was the voice of the public school and the Empire's nineteenth-century wars but 

behind his polished veneer Reynell proved an inspiring leader and a brave man. He gave himself the most 

dangerous tasks as on 30 June when he led a counter-attack to drive Turks from the light horse trenches and on 

the several occasions he patrolled into no man's land. 

On 7 August he was promoted lieutenant-colonel and officer commanding after his C.O. Was killed at The Nek. 

On 27 August he was ordered to take the maze of Turkish trenches on Hill 60and again he placed himself in the 

van leading the charge across no man's land. He was killed on the edge of a Turkish trench: half his regiment 

were made casualties with him. His body was brought back and buried on a nearby valley side. His regimental 

history admittedly strongly officer-oriented called him 'one of the best Light Horse officers in the 

Commonwealth' and 'an officer and gentleman of the best type a splendid soldier and born leader'. On Anzac 

hearing of his death Aubrey Herbert wrote: 
For the sake of those you led you gave your life away 

As youth might fling a coin of gold upon a sunny day 

If Odin mustered Vikings you would rule his pagan crew 

If Mary came to choose her knights she'd hand her sword to you. 

 

Reynell would have liked that, but the machine-guns which killed him had made it an outmoded view of war. The 

war scythed the ranks and illusions of the gentry cruelly and had he lived this brave and energetic man might 

have seen the barbs of war hidden among the flowers of chivalry. 
 

 

Carew 

REYNELL at 

Gallipoli. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
MODEL SOLDIER BATTLES 

175th BIRTHDAY. SOUTH AUSTRALIAN POLICE 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Thomas Shuldham 

O'Halloran 

(1797-1870) 

Major O’Halloran 

Founded the SA 

Police and is buried 

at the old Church of 

England graveyard. 

He first established 

Glenthorne Farm at 

O’Halloran hill before 

he became Police 

Commissioner. He 

named his house 

‘Lizards Lodge’ as a 

play on his family 

crest. 

2013 is the 175th Birthday of the South Australian Police. 

The SAPOL Historical Association will present a display in celebration of the 

founding of the S.A. Police  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We’ve been 

replaced by 

buses from 

Adelaide! 

Gladys Reynell. Famous 

Artist and potter 

This bit has bitumen now! 

THE MAIN STREET HAS HAD A FEW  

UPGRADES SINCE PIONEER DAYS! 

 

 

 

 

 

John Reynell 

 

 

 

The Pub is 

still there! 

OLD REYNELLA 

 



 

 

DRESS UP TO THE ERA DINNER 

AT SAINT FRANCIS WINERY 

 

1813 COSTUME DINNER 

As part of the festival there will be a dinner held at the OLD ST.FRANCIS WINERY on Saturday the 9th of March. 

All guests are requested to wear uniforms or civilian dress from around 1813 and if they can’t access one, we 

can help arrange that for them. Just contact us and we will assist. 

The dinner is limited to 180 persons;  

Chef and his assistants are busily researching an 1813 banquet menu so the diners can experience the food and 

atmosphere of the era in the historic old building. One of the oldest in Reynella. 

   
 

 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT 

During the dinner various groups will perform. A musical ensemble from a local High School, Colonial dancers, Highland 

dancers and even Belly Dancers!  Pipers will entertain and a band will play a selection of music from the 1813 era. At 

the conclusion the ’Last Lament’ lone piper ceremony will be performed by the Pipe Major of the City of Onkaparinga 

Pipe Band. 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR ALL DINNER BOOKINGS NOT SAINT FRANCIS 

 

   

Unless they have booked 

They may not pass Iads! 

No booking 

No entry 

Milord 

The menu has me 

faint with hunger! 

Gadzooks! 

Everyone 

wants to go! 
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Colonial artillery Association 



 

  

WHY THE NAPOLEONIC 1813 THEME INSTEAD OF SOMETHING AUSTRALIAN? 

It’s not the entire emphasis really, but after the Napoleonic wars many of the ex soldiers immigrated to Australia and South 

Australia with their families. Some settled south of Adelaide. Many of our place names come from that era, it was only natural 

the names would be used to commemorate places they knew. Every heard of Wellington square, Wellington on the Murray, 

Waterloo corner, St. Vincent Gulf and others? Then in the years to follow ex soldiers immigrated after other wars, hence we 

have names from the Crimean war and others right through to the present day. Ever heard of the town Balaklava?  The 

suburb of Dernancourt is named after a battle in France that was fought in 1918 mostly by South Australian soldiers against 

the German army. Did you know that many of the streets in O’Sullivan’s beach were named after Australian warships of the 

colonial era and two world wars? We do have history, but so much of it is intertwined with Europe and much of that because 

so many immigrants came here after those wars. So the history of our Immigrants is also OUR history. 

Even one of the committee members of HISTORYCON ADELAIDE has an ancestor who fought in the 3rd Battalion of the 17th 

Foot at Waterloo as a 17 year old, before immigrating to Adelaide in 1848! Another of our wargamers had a relative who 

fought at Waterloo against the French with the Prussian army and who later settled on the Panalatinga creek right in Old 

Reynella where his descendants still live.  

However the event will also encompass earlier history as well as WW1, WW2 and VIETNAM displays using vehicles and 

equipment. We also hope to put on a display to honour our soldiers currently fighting overseas, so the history will not only be 

that of the Napoleonic era. We also hope to have participation by history groups in general to relate the colonial and pre-

colonial history of the region. 

 We seek to educate young people and the public in general regard the role played by our soldiers in the history of Australia 

but also the pioneers who struggled and worked to set up the country we know today. 

WE ALSO WISH TO CELBRATE THE HISTORY OF ALL OUR IMMIGRANT AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

 

 

The battle of LONG TAN in Vietnam 
  

A WATERLOO LINK WITH OLD REYNELLA 

Lieut.-Gen. Thomas Reynell, C.B., commanded the 71st Regiment (Highland 

Light Infantry) at Waterloo. The regiment was brigaded with a battalion of 

the 52nd (Oxfordshire Light Infantry) and two battalions of the 95th Rifles, 

and formed part of Gen. Adam's Brigade.  

They specially distinguished themselves at Quatre Bras. At one period of 

the battle the Duke of Wellington was in the square formed by the regiment 

when charged by the French cavalry. At the close of the day the 71st took 

part in the final charge on Napoleon's Imperial Guard.  

Sir Thomas Reynell, who was dangerously wounded during the fight, was 

singled out for special honours when the awards were made. For which he 

received the C.B, the Russian Order of St. George, and was made a Knight 

of the Order of Maria Theresa, of Austria. 

He was the Grand Uncle of Carew Reynell 
 



 

 

Please note that at this scale the amount of actual room is somewhat lost.  Therefore some things may appear to be in 

a far more restricted area than they actually are on site.  
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FESTIVAL OF HISTORY AT OLD 

REYNELLA 

March 9th and 10th 2013 

Area shaded red is where events will 

be taking place. 

Dotted yellow line = Parade route 

Heavy black lines = walking trail 

 Red shaded area = festival zone 

 

 

CITY OF ADELAIDE 

KEY 

1 = Horse paddocks. Mounted cavalry. 

2 = Noarlunga  Model Railway club. 

3 = Battle of Leipzig and others 

4 = Science fiction games 

5 = My school history competition 

6 = RSL Vietnam war display 

7 = Varangian guard sword fighting 

8 = WW2 re-enactment battle 

9 = WW2 camp 

10=Rifle club  

11=History of southern sporting clubs 

12= FOODLAND. SA Police History display 

and other historical groups. Local and 

State Government displays. 

13 =St. Francis Hall. Site of the 1813 dinner 

14 =Art display 

15 =Old coach changing station and 

Alexander house. + Veteran cars 

16 = Nine Mile snipers & military vehicles 

includes artillery fire 

17 = Fort Glanville artillery team includes 

artillery fire 

18 = Band music 

19 = Frontier cadet drill display 

20 = Napoleonic re-enactors display 

21 = Noarlunga rifles display 

22 = Napoleonic re-enactment battle. 

Includes cannons firing.  

R1= Additional displays if the building 

becomes available by March. 

R2 if that becomes available event 22 will 

move to that location. 

SBE. Southern Bus Exchange 

 

FOOD KEY 

A = Railway club. Sausage sizzle and drinks 

B = Community Hall BBQ plus food and drinks, beer caravan. 

C = U Brew Here. Beer and refreshments 

D = Kiwanis food and soft drinks 

E = Mary Bywaters Devonshire tea 

F = Brownie’s all you can eat seafood + cafe & refreshments 

G= Village cafe and food stores associated with FOODLAND 

H= St. Francis super hot dog stand and picnic packs 

H1= St. Francis restaurant bar and Bistro open as usual 

I = Mr. India Curry and other Indian food. Eat in or take away 

J= Old Coaching station sausage sizzle 

K = Oval bar and bistro 

L = Bowling club bar and bistro 

M = Edge Church. Sit down food cafe. Saturday only 

N = Yum Sing Chinese food 

O = Light food and soft drinks 

P = Pub. Crown inn. Eat in or dine at outside Bistro and Wine 

tasting 

 

 

 
 

Re-enact SA 
  

 

GREEN 1 & 2 

Car parking Saturday only 

 



 Coming from interstate? We can offer an experience for the whole family 

 

 

Indeed! Indeed! 

But is there anything 

else for the family to 

do while there? 

My dear sirs’. There is the magnificent Fleurieu peninsula 

with its beaches, lovely little towns, fine restaurants and of 

course one of the largest wine districts in the entire known 

world! Why bless me but in the city itself they have Panda 

Bears. The only ones in the entire Nation! 

 

 

SCENES FROM THE FLEURIEU PENINSULA 



 

 

 
MY SCHOOL HISTORY COMPETITION 2013 
As part of the FESTIVAL OF HISTORY, a participation exercise is planned to involve children in awareness of 
the history of their own area. 
 

Open to all Primary schools and High Schools, this competition invites each school to set up a team of 
students, with teacher supervision, to research and present a display showing the history of their particular 
school and the immediate area surrounding it. Some schools are newer than others, but as the saying goes, 
history just keeps going on. Therefore even a school that relatively new, when viewed in context with the State, 
may have origins which are historic to newer generations, and of interest to local residents. To children at 
school today even the 80’s to the late 90’s are history. 
 

There will be no restriction on how many students and teachers are involved in the research, but the number of 
students must exceed the number of teachers. It can be the whole school if wished as it would be well within 
the aim of the exercise for all children to know their local history. 
 

Each display will be granted an area of 3m x 3m at the Festival. It may comprise researched photographs, 
student drawings, paintings, maps and plans, written information etc. Apart from restriction on the amount of 
area allocated, teacher and student groups are invited to give free rein to their creativity in what they design and 
present. Non audio presentations are preferred, as there will be other events taking place that may make them 
hard to hear. 
 

The display can also show the history of multiculturalism within the school community over the years. However, 
there is no need to specifically include history related to Aboriginal inhabitants on the school territory prior to 
settlement, as the relative Indigenous community groups have been invited to make their own presentations for 
the pre-settlement era as a part of the Festival. 
 

The presentation would be enhanced by students and teachers being dressed in the costumes of other eras. 
Preference towards the year the school was actually established would be preferred. In the case of 
amalgamated schools, they may draw upon the histories of the original schools and combine them to show the 
present one. 
 

A grassy area along the old railway walking trail at OId Reynella has been allocated and although there is some 
shade, schools participating may need to provide some sun cover for their display. There is no charge for the 
allocated area or participation. 

THE MEMORIAL HONOUR PLAQUE 

A surprisingly large number of people from the south of Adelaide have served in the Australian Military Forces. After 

WW1 plans were made to erect a memorial plaque in Old Reynella. For various reasons during the Great Depression 

era, it was never done. Then re started, but WW2 intervened and it was again halted. 

Post WW2 the project was again raised. For various reasons it was never realised, the old Diggers wanting it died off 

and the project went into stalemate. Across the years it has come up again at various times. Locals served in Korea 

and Vietnam, as well as our very recent conflicts. One project nearly did reach completion but the old Digger pushing it 

died. The area for it is there, the grounds are very nice, but no memorial plaque was actually erected. 

DURING THIS FESTIVAL OF HISTORY we will attempt to raise funds for the memorial plaque to finally be erected and 

for that memorial to be unveiled and dedicated during the Festival of History the following year. There are 125 names to 

be honoured.                                         Please donate! 



CORPORATE AND BUSINESS GROUPS 

Corporations, companies and businesses that wish to be involved are welcome to make contact. A Corporate 

and business information document is available.  

We do need sponsors to help with financial backing of some displays and appropriate advertising can be 

attached to show companies that provided help. 

Contacts 

mgwright@bigpond.net.au 

Festival Director. 

mikedryden@bigpond.com 

Secretary. 
normanblunden@bigpond.com 

Treasurer. 

 

TELEPHONE CONTACT 

0409254337 

08 8381 5785 

 

POSTAL CONTACT 

6 Sandgate Street, REYNELLA 

SA 5161 

 

“This is truly an event for the whole 

community, bringing together a 

diverse range of dedicated individuals 

and groups to celebrate our heritage 

and history.  We will step back in 

time with astonishing displays and 

reenactments that will appeal to a 

vast audience. The " Festival of 

History” committee has worked very 

hard to bring this event to the 

community and I urge you to avail 

yourselves to the sponsorship 

opportunities that this event offers. 

Events like this can only be achieved 

with the support of sponsors and I 

feel confident that this investment 

will be well worth your support."               
 

 

Alan Sibbons MP 

Member for Mitchell 

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS, SCHOOLS, POETS, ARTISTS etc 

Groups from across South Australia who feel that this event is one they think their organisation should be involved 

in are invited to make contact and we are happy to oblige. The FESTIVAL OF HISTORY is for everyone. If you 

came to Australia as an immigrant, or that is the background of your family and you would like that to be 

represented, then you are welcome to make contact and discuss that. It matters not which part of the world you 

came from.  Australia is country made up of people from a diverse range of cultures and backgrounds that we 

celebrate through our multi-culturism. Please feel free to come along or to take part. If you would like your own 

traditions represented please contact the festival director Mal Wright on 0409254337 

HISTORYCON South Australia (Inc) acknowledges the considerable support of:- 

Alan SIBBONS. MP.  Member for MITCHELL and his implacable office staff including Cathy Perry, for their 

unswerving help.  

Amanda Rishworth, Member for Kingston. 

Heather Merritt & Sandra Brown, Councillors, CITY OF ONKAPARINGA 

The staff of THE CITY OF ONKAPARINGA COUNCIL including Phillip Tanner, Dale Sutton and team  

REYNELL BUSINESS AND TOURIST ASSOCIATION 

The Military re-enactors and Wargames clubs of Australia. 

Community history and preservation groups. 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR FURTHER  

INFORMATION  

CONTACT 

Mal WRIIGHT 

Director 

Festival of History 

0409254337  08 8381 5785 

email mgwright@bigpond.net.au 

or festhist@bigpond.com 

 

Re-enact SA 
 

 

 

REENACTORS – RENACTING 

Uniforms and equipment detailed down to the finest points. 


